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June 20, 2016 
 
To Alexandria Community Members and Stakeholders: 
 

On June 16, the Board of Education voted to approve a ballot question for a referendum.  This question will ask 
voters to approve approximately 8.3 million dollars of financing.  This financing will be used to make additions 
and renovations to AMS to support consolidation of all grade levels at one school.  More specifically, the Board of 
Education seeks to add five classrooms adjacent to the existing media center.  These classrooms would be for 
pre-kindergarten and kindergarten students.  This not only allows us to preserve our current media center, but 
it also enables us to separate the younger students into a wing of the building and keep class sizes low.  All of 
these were concerns expressed to the Board by the Community Advisory Committee. 
 
Another concern expressed by the Community Advisory Committee was the amount of parking that will be 
available.  The Board of Education heard this concern and has added additional parking to the lower lot at AMS 
to the plan.  In order to accomplish this, the current baseball field will need to be moved.  
  
Teachers and administrators expressed the desire to renovate current classroom spaces in order to make them a 
more conducive learning environment.  More specifically, they asked the Board to improve lighting, temperature 
control, acoustics, ergonomics of furniture and technological readiness.  The Board heard these concerns and 
has included renovations to current classroom space as part of this plan.  With passage of this plan, we will have 
classrooms that are ready to meet the challenges of twenty-first century education. 
   
With the current debt retiring, this project will still result in the average taxpayer seeing a decrease in the school 
portion of their property tax bill.  Changes to the original “renovations only” plan will result in less annual 
savings to our school budget.  However, we will still save enough annually to preserve and enhance our current 
educational programs in the foreseeable future without having to exceed the 2% cap on the tax levy.  Additional 
annual savings during the first few years will be used to replace the roof at AMS.  
  
I would like to thank the members of the Community Advisory Committee and our teaching staff for their input 
on the development of this referendum question.  It was a process that included many different, sometimes 
opposing points of view.  As the educational leader of the school district, I support and am excited by the 
decision made by the Board of Education.  
  
The question and a set of plans have now been submitted to the New Jersey Department of Education for 
approval.  If approved, the question will be placed on a ballot for a December vote.  In the fall, prior to the vote 
we will be conducting activities to educate voters on the substance of the question.  In early fall, information on 
these activities will be disseminated to parents and community members.  Please look for this information.  In 
the meantime, I hope that you enjoy your summer. 
 
 
Matthew Jennings, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Alexandria Township  


